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DEPARTMENTOF THE INTERIOR V

FIsh andWHdUfe Service
SQ CFR Part 17 .~

Endangered:andThreatenedWUdflté
and Pianta NOticiof Findingon V

•Petition To List Three Invertebrates

AGENCY: Pi~hand Wildlife Service.
Inte4or. V V V

ACTJON Noticeof petitionfinding. V•

SUMMARY: The U.S.FishandWildlife
V Service(Service)announceaa90-day.

P~tiUO~~finding for ~petition to amend
• the List of Endangeredand.Threatened

Wildlife andPlants.Thepetitionersdid’
notpresent~ubstantia1information that
listing C~eddQteap.eartridea:o:aand.;.

• Cnrnganyx ~p,1naYVbewarr~fled~Nor~.did they presentsUbstantialinformationV

thattheClanton’~caveampbipod.’~V~’~V V

SiygobromusVclantov!,fshouldbe~~V,:r.,•~:

emergencylisted.The,Serviceba5,1,:
previouslydeterminedthatlistingS.~
donio,~.iis warrantedbut precluded.
DATES~.The finding announcedin this •~ V

noticewasmacleonjaniia!y25,1990
ADDRESSCS- Questionsor comments

• concerningthis fIIi41*g~5bouldbe sent V

to; State Supervisor, U.S.FIshandV V

• Wildlife Service.Fish andWildilife V •V V

Enhancement.~i5 Houston Street.Suite
E, Manhattan,Kansas66502.The
petition, finding, andsupportingdata are
availablefor public inspection,by
appointment,duringnormal business
hoursat theaboveaddressandat the.
Service’sDenver RegionalOffice, 134

• Union ~ouIevard,Lakewood,Colorado
(mailing address:P.O.Box 25486.Denver
FederalCenter.Denver,Colorado
80225).
FOR FURThER INFORMATION CONTACTS

V Mr. Daniel W. Muthernat the
Manhattanaddressabove(913/539—
3474). V

SUPPLEMENTARY 1HFORUATION

Background
Section4(bJ(3)(A) of the Endangered

SpeciesAct (Act) of 1973,as amendedin
1982 (16U.S.C.1531et seq.),requires
that theService make a finding on
whether a petition to list, delist.or
reclassify a speciespresente.substantial
scientificor commercialinformationto
demonstratethat thepetitioned action
may be warranted. To the maximum



11s~ F~si Ra~il I Vet. 55, No. $1 / ~rsday, March a, i~OI ProposedRiles

extent prscticabls.this findingis Sob.
made within 50 days of receiptof the
petition, and the finding is to be
published promptly An the Federal
Register.If the finding is positive, the
Servicealsois requiredto promptly
commence* reviewof thestatusof the
involved species.

Petition:The Servicehas receivedand
made a 90-dayfinding on the following
petition:

A petitiondatedSeptember13, 1959,
wasreceivedfrom theKansas
SpeleologicalSocietyand theNational
SpeleologicalSociety on September22.
1989. The petitionrequestedtheService
to issueemergencyrulesto add to the
List of Threatenedand Endangered
Speciesand/or designate critical habitat
for threespecies of cave invertebrstes
Clsnton’~cavaairi~’~iipod.Stygobromus
dantona~anundeecrlbedamphipod,
Cran~onyx.p.; andanhoped,
tentativelyIdentifiedasC~idoteo
neartrideritota. which hassab.equently
been identi~edasC oaiticarpo.

The petitionIndicatedthatemergency
rules were necessary lo preventthe
destructionof StoneCavehi Bu~er
County,Kansea,from which the
organismshadbeendocwnent.d.
Plannedcocitrectlonof amaximum
securitycorrectionalInstitution.known
as the ElDoradoValley View Prison,
wascitedasa threatto the cave’s
existence. The area propo.ed for prison
constructionIs ona limestoneri~
which runsfrom southeastto northwest
acrossthe site.StoneCave.th.entrance
of which Is at th. southeastendofthe
ridge,wasbelievedtorun underthis
ridgethroughthe proposedconstruction
site.

The petitionersfurthercontendedthat
the project would destroy the cave
below the prison~blocldng subterranean
water flow throughIt andeliminating
theoccurrenceof theseorganisms.
However,atthetimeof thepetition it
wasnotknownwhetherornotany
passagefrom Stone Cavedid, In fact.
occurbeneaththe proposedprisonsite.

ServiceInformation: A reviewby the
Service’sStateOffice of Puband
Wildlife Enhancementhi Marthattan,
Kansas.determined thatvery little Is
knownabout any of thesespecies,other
than the few occarrencesreported &r
each.It wasfurther determinedthat
thereisno conflict betweenthe
proposedcons~cthmsiteandthe
existenceof StoneCave.£ dantoniIs
alreadybeingaddressedbya1974
petitiontotheService;ans~latr.tIvs
finding indicatedthaths~ngwns
warraigedbut~anduded~*FR 3415-
2481,January* 1~4),--• -

The KansasD~psrtaast.IWUdlif.
and Parka iaclud.d&c ontsusiinaISIS

evaluationof ~edes furpubie
• additionto theirownlist of endangered

species.Theywereunabletosbtain
sufficient status data, and no fI*ling
action was taken. Theyhave no survey
data on record for any of thethree
species.

TheKansasNaturalHeritageProgram
provided theoccurrencedatacitedin
the petition.They further respondedto
our inquiry by citing anoveralllackof
general biology orrange-widestatus
informationforanyof thesespecie..
questioning the soundnessof a listing
decisionbaseduponsucha paucilyof
data.

The KansasGeologicalSurvey
informedthe Serviceby letter dated
October24,1950.that theirsurvey
resultsgaveno clearLndicat~outhat the
proposedconstructionwouldresultIn
adverse impactsto thecavesystem.
Althoughthey Indicatedthat the
possibility could not be ruled outthat
thecavemight occurbeneaththe
proposedsite,they believedthere were
constructiontedmique.availablewhich
couldbeimplementedtoavoid
destructionof the cave. Similar
informationwasprovidedbya
consultingfirm undercoui~’actto the
KansasDepsitmentetCorisdions.

At the requestof many of the involved
parties,a physicalsurveyof thecave
wa, conductedon November1,1959,In
anattempt to mapthe passagesto
determineif a possibleconflict existed
with theprisonsite.ParticipatingIn this
surveywere representativesof the
KansasBiologicalSurvey.Kansas
Division ofWaterResources,the
NationalSpeleologlcalSodety,andthe
city ofEl Dorado.Dueto anexcessof
wateranda shortageof oxygen,the
groupwasunabl,tosurveyto theextent
they bad wantet But theirpeellmlnaiy
findings.althoughhiconcla.Ive.indicate
that StoneCavedoesnot extend
beneaththeproposedsite.

TheMissouri Departmentof
Conservationbaaindicatedthattheydo
not recommendlisting of any of these
species,becauseof theI.d~of status
Informationfor £ dantoniandC near
trideata~asodthepocrtaxonomie
definitionof Cro.ngonyxsp.They

• recommendedsurvey work be V

conductedon theseorganisms.The
MissouriNaturalHeritageInventory
Informedus thatspecimensofthegeqna
Caecfdoteaare verycom~wnfri
Missouri, buttaxonomlcaltyseparathi~

V triden*~to1. diffIcult. Theyhaveno dais
on Its abundance, distribution.or
occurrence. -

• Dr. ~m Hi1ei~r.anaapMpod ~
specin~tIn ~4eddk,v~,áted~
with theidseIh~ of
taken from StoneC.veJIsca~iust~

that kiadeqeatesurveyworkbadbeen
doneon thesespeciesbut believedthat
S. ciantoni may. in fact, warrant
threatenedstatus.Dr. ThomasBowman,
an isopodspecialistwith The
Smithsonian Institution.informedus
that Coecidotea near tridentatawas
originally describedfrom northeast
Kansasandpreviouslywascommon
along the Kansasand Marais des
Cygnes River Basing.He su~estedit
alsomay possiblyoccur in Oklahoma.
Missouri, and Nebraska.On December
5, 1968,Dr. Bowmanpositivelyidentified
C. near tridentotoasC ocuticorpa,
previously knownonly from Oklahoma.

Alter a reviewof the petition,
accompanyingdocumentation.
reference.citedtherein.~r.d ~
informationobtained,theServicefound
the petition presentedthiormabon
insufficienttoconcludethat the
requestedactionsmaybewarranted.

Author

This noticewaspreparedby Daniel
W. Mulbemlace~ooeassss).
Authority

The authorityfor thi. ac~oaIs is U.S.C.
1361-1407;15U.S.C.1531-aMaiOtL$.C.
4201-4245; Pub.L. *9-423,100Stat.J5X~
unlessotherwise noted.
List of Subjects In 50 CFRPart17

Endangeredandthreatenedspecies,
Fish, Marine mammals,Ptant,
(agriculture).

Dated: March 21. 1990.
Rltherd N.Smith,
ActingDirector.Fish oadWildlifeSer.’ice.
(FR Doc.90-7161Filed 3—28-90: seSam)
muon coots3io.~—
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